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limits of that community. The boast of nationality
is no part of the business of such patriotism. Indeed,
the mental disposition in which it is generated is such
as would rather incline a man, so far as is possible, to
enlarge the bounds of his country, not by military
conquest, but by peaceful amalgamation; for the
temper and habit of mind which characterise the true
patriot as the citizen of a state would find a fuller
development and gratification when he became a
citizen of the world.

Patriotism the vice is the moral opposite of the
former. It is that feeling among citizens which
imparts to the nation, considered as one of the com-
ponent parts of a great community, that very selfish-
ness which is repudiated by patriotism the virtue. It
is that feeling which causes a nation habitually to
prefer its own to the general interest. The essence of
virtuous patriotism is self-sacrifice; the essence of
vicious patriotism is self-regard. One is the desire
felt by a citizen for his country's advantage, even at
the cost of his own; the other is the desire for his
country's advantage because that country is his, at
the cost of other nations'. Patriotism the vice looks
upon the life of nations as one long struggle for
success at the expense of each other; holds that a
state should deprecate, and if it has the power
prevent, any increase in the wealth and prosperity
of other states lest the "balance of power" should
be disturbed; and appears to consider the fact that
the world was not made exclusively for the benefit
of one nation as a disposition of affairs to which

VOL. II.                                                                                                    O